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TEE michorof' the following diſcourſe.is one 
of 2 thought ãt inconfiſtent with the 
pirit of Chriſtianity; to obſerve the | 
3 for. public faſting and humilia- 
tion, during the yreſent war j and accordingly | | 
refuſed to officiate on the two laſt of theſe occa- 
fions: For thus ventuting to judge and act for 
himſelf, it has been his lot (as ĩt has been the lot 
of many during the preſtent atzitated ſtate of the 
political world). to be regarded as a diſaffected 
and ſeditious perſon j and to have 2 conſidera- 2 
ble portion of miſtepreſeatation and calumny = 
poured upon his character, It is not bis = 


genuine 


duch circumſtatices would be tbo'trivial to be mentioned, 
were it not to thejy dhe ſpirit of the times. For what are 
theſe, when compared with the ſufferiugs of ſuch men as 
Prieftley, Winterborham, Muir, and Palmer ? Or with the 
hardſhips, which the diſtinguiſhed victims of miniſterial perſe- 
cution have lately endured, although ſo . e 
ee erimes laid to their ak 1% rr . 
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deſign, at preſent, to explain the motives of 


his conduR. Theſe, however, he will not 


ſcruple to won, Were ip of 4 religious 


nature ; and are bs wit hout reſerve. } in the 


ſubſequent pages. In Fat, he is at a loſs to 
difoover, what connedtion-there can peſfibly he, 
(at leaſt with rogand to himbfrlf dla Dabentec 


between the performance of any devotiongl 


ſervice whatever, and Joyaley or difloyalty to 
government. He truſts he ie at all times 


ready ** to render unto Cxſar the, things that 
u are-Cwſar's;” but it is alſo tris duty. . to n- 


eder unto God the things that ane God sw. 
He will take the liberty of fayiing, that no 
arguments have as ꝓet induced im ta relin- 


quiſh the ſentiments he has adopted; that the 


more he reflects upon it, the mare this mind is 
ſatisfied with the part he has acted, whatever 


conſtruction ſome may haye put upon it; and 


that, by adopting ſuch ſentiments, and act 


ing ſo obnoxious and unpopular a part, he 


violated no law, either human or Girine. 


„Matthew xxii. 21. Nd of £25! en 
He 


N & G * ns 
He tech 8b ware hy coriationn/tomnidingy; 
who ny have thought'#h Obſeure individual, 
Uke himfel, zu eHect worthy of abuſs and 
calummy; but wines We to all around Him, 
whatever their religions or'politiedd ereede may 
be; [dad 10 * eh, int bi ci ins: 
Tros Tyriuſque mihi nullo dilcrimine agetar ; _ 


and prays for nothing more” ferveritly; man 
that the happy time may ſpeedily come, 
when differences of this kind will no longer 
make any encroachments upon the moſt | 
pleaſing and important of the Chriſtian dutics, 
the law of charity; and when the family of 
mankind will become a family of brethren. 


"= 


Aſpice venturo lætentur ut omnia ſzcld! 


He fears the preſent compoſition has but 
little claim to the reader's attention. It is 
one of his weekly productions, as a preacher; 
and was written with not the moſt diſtant 
view to the preſs. At the requeſt of a few 
A has been induced to bring it forward 

MN 


Te 


. vi 3 
to publie notice and as literary. kame is 
his ambition, but a wiſh to ſerve, the e of, 
religion, he can truly ſay, that his labourg will * 
be amply repaid, ſhould the ſentiments, ad- 
vanced in it prove at all beneficial within the, 
narrow ſphere, in which they will probably be; 


doomed to circulate. sf Cn 
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Acre v, ” 
WE OUGHT TO OBEY GOD, RATHER THAN ur 


— 


Tris was the animated defence, made by 
Peter and the other Apoſtles, when brought 
before the Jewiſh council for preaching the 
doctrine of Chriſtianity. The aſtoniſhing ſuc- 
ceſs which had attended their miniſtry, and 
' the multitude of converts which had been made 
in Jeruſalem, excited the jealouſy and indig- 
nation of the Jewiſh prieſthood ; who muſt 
have been the more incenſed againſt them, be- 
cauſe all hope of cruſhing this riſing ſect by 
the crucifixion of their leader had now va- 
niſhed. The reſurrection of Jeſus, and the 
effuſion of the Holy Spirit upon his Apoſtles, 
had revived their drooping courage, and in- 
ſpired them with reſolution and zeal ſuperior 
to every difficulty. They wrought miracles, 
and taught the ſublime truths of Chriſtianity 

B before 


n . 
| before the eyes of their moſt implacable ehe- 


mies. The Jewiſh prieſthood (as was obſerved 


before) were unable to bear, without envy and 


jealouſy, their growing influence ; and deter- 
mined, at all events, to put a ſtop to it. They 
accordingly laid hands upon the apoſtles, and 
threw them into priſon, But God did not 
forſake them amidſt their ſufferings. He ſent 
an angel by night, who- opened the doors of 
the priſon, and bade them go preach in the 
temple the doctrines of eternal life. They 
readily obeyed the divine ſummons ; and, early 


in the morning, taught in the temple. At. 


the ſame time, the high prieſt and elders of 
the people affembled in council, to decide the 


fate of the apoſtles. They ſend to the priſon 
to have them brought forth : its doors remain 
in a ſtate of perfect ſecurity : the guards were 
ſtanding 
to be found. Amazement ſeized every one. 
No aceount could be given. of the matter, nor 
information reſpecting the priſoners; till a meſ- 
ſenger came, and told the council, they were 
preaching in the temple. Upon this they were 
ſent for: and accordingly made their _ 
ance. The high prieſt thus interrogates them: 
« Did we not ſtrictly command you, that ye 
* ſhould not teach in this name; and beþold! 
„ye have filled Jeruſalem with your doctrine, 
* and intend to bring this man's blood upon 

« 115? 
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before them: but no priſoners were 
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„us? Thien Peter Ae odr Apithe an. 
i ſwered and ſaid, weeughtto ede Gee | 
than mens.“ 

"The truth, piapliedy; and ſpirit of thi'in in- 
oer are highly worthy of admiration. 
Apoſtles aſſerted, that they hadauthority Fir 
ing as they did, greater than any wich could 
be derived from men; FAY be a'maſter 
to obe ter than't h , greater 
than r elders and the whole fil: council 
arrayed in all the pomp of ſpiritual ſway. The 
authority, upon which they acted, was from 
heaven: of this they had received the'meſt 
convincing 13 and no perſuaſion, no me- 
naces, no influence whatever could induce them 
to abuſe it. They were aſſured that God alone 
was their maſter; and that obedience to His 
commands was due, even in oppoſition to all 
the powers upon earth. The language of the 
A ſtles, upon this memorable occaſion, is not 

s deſerving of our conſideration, than their 
conduct is worthy of our imitation," © © 

It will therefore be the object of this Gif | 
courſe to enlarge «ond theſe i important topics; 


»The ſtriking ſimilarity between this bold apoſtolic an- 
ſwer and. the language of Socrates, in his defence of himſelf, 
is not undeſervin the attention of the claſſical reader: 
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giam Socratis, Se, 17. Ed. Forſler. a 


B 2 and 


W mY 
C BY | 
: 


* 4 1 
| ae to draw from them ſuch rellutione,. a9 
muy conduce to our religious and ee 
provement. 
We ptopoſe, in the ſirſt hos. to ſtate the | 
grounds, of | obedience to God, and obedience 
to men. 

We are bound to tender obedience to God, 

becauſe his will is the ſupreme law ; becauſe 

whateyer he requires muſt be reaſonable in it- 

ſelf; and becauſe it is our higheſt intereſt. to 
obey him, 

God has an  undqubted right to lay what 
commands he pleaſes upon his rational crea- 
tures. He, who has a life to all, who has 
endued us with every faculty we poſſeſs, and 
furniſhed us with every enjoyment of Which 
we partake, has an unqueſtionable right to 
impart his bleſſings upon whatever conditions 
he pleaſes; and to direct our faculties, both of 
mind and body, to whatever uſes he ſees fit. 

Tt And ſince he has ſo created us, as to be able 
to know his will, either by the exerciſe of un- 
aſſiſted reaſon, or by expreſs declarations of it 
in ſcripture, an unlimited obedienee is due to 
him, in all caſes, in which we can diſcover 
his ſovercign pleaſure, 

This argument will come with greater force 
to our minds, if we conſider, that whatever is 
agreeable to the divine will, muſt neceſſarily be 
right in itſelf, and therefore entitled to our 
obedience. A being, poſſeſſed of —_— 

om, 
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dom, rectitude, and ere cannot fach e 


demand an unteaſonable homage. Sooner 
would the Almighty ceaſe to be -what he ie, 
ſooner would he ceaſe to exiſt, than e, 
any unjuſt: claims upon his creatures. | 
It is the higheſt inte reſt of man alſo to obey 
| God. Not only our preſent comfort, but every 
hope of future felicity depends upon him. 
Whether we wiſh to be happy in this world, or 
the next, it is our intereſt to ſerve and pleaſe our 
Maker. In every view, therefore, obedience 
to God is a juſt and reaſonable duty. | 
Wich reſpect to obedience to man, it ſhould 
be obſerved, that, in certain caſes, it is lauda- 
ble: as when we pay it to magiſtrates, veſted 
with lawful authority ; to parents, guardians, 
and maſters ; or to any, who are entruſted with 
power over us for our benefit, But the obe- 
dience, referred to in the latter part of the text, 
is of a diffeFent kind. It is an obedience which 
js not meritorious, but criminal; which origi- 
nates, not in a'ſenſe of * but in a ſervile 
timidity; in a love of eaſe, and favour, and 
popularity; or in a ſordid, worldly intereſt, It 
1s the offspring of a corrupt mind, and a 
2 heart; of a heart, dead to all the 
ner feelings of ſentiment and principle, and 
which never riſes above earthly conſiderations. 
It is the rule of conduct obſerved by thoſe, 
who ſtand in the midway between virtue and 
vice; between God and the world; who * 
their 


Toh 


ir duty in moſt caſes, benen S ee 
reſolution to praiſe it ; who profeſa to he 
lovers of religion, but in whoſe eyes pleaſure 
and profit have more powerful — Such 
are the different grounds of obedience to God, 
and obedience ray man, as placed in nN 
to each other in the words of the text. 
Secondly; We propoſe to ſtate in what par- 
ticular caſes we are bound to e Go rather | 
than men. | 
We are bound to ohey God, rather than men, 
in all caſes, in which religion and conſcience 
are concerned. This is a grand and funda- 
mental principle. It was gen this principle 
that Jeſus and the Apoſtles ated, whin they 
firſt planted the goſpel, For had they bis 
ſolicitous to pleaſe men, they would never have 
reached — ſo — to the prevailing 
entiments of the times in which they lived 
fo hoſtile to the inclinations of the faſhionable 
and the gay ; or ſo diſguſting to the generality 
of their countrymen, Had the favour of men 
been the object of their ambition, they would 
not have attacked, with ſo much ſeverity of 
cenſure, the corrupt principles and manners 
of the Jewiſh prieſthood ; who, they muſt 
have known, had it in their power, whenever 
they were inclined to do it, to excite the 
hatred and reſentment of the populace againſt 
them. If it had been the ruling maxim of 
their conduct to pleaſe men, would theſe diſ- 
tinguiſhed 


9 
tinguiſhed characters have died for the cauſe 
in which they were engaged ged? Or would the 
hiſtory of the "Chriſtian ehurch have been 
adorned with fo ſhining a Iſt of martyrs to the 
truth, if ſuch _ acted upon a 'tempo- 
rizin i t requires no tion 
of i Wm x ooh: he petri ay of 
thoſe, who in their conduct have e the 
favourite practices and maxims of the times 
in which they lived, have been afterwards 
found to have been the beſt of men, and the 

reateſt benefactors to mankind. How then 

id they attain this eminence? By obeyi 
God, rather than men: by follewing truth, 
rather than error: the diQtutes of  conſcletice 
and of duty, rather than eſtabliſhed and popu · 
ar opinions, | 

Upon the fame principle was the reform « 
tion from Popery effected. Had thoſe, who 
2 the chief part in bringing about this 

nappy event, been defirous of advancing their 
From t intereſts, they would never have drawn 

m the eyes of the world the thick and almoſt , 

netrable veil, with which the ambition 
avarice of the Romi church had covered 
the. 

Here it may not be improper to obſerve, 
that theſe are the chief reaſons, upon which we 
diſſent from the eſtabliſhed church of this 
country, We deem it right to follow the 


word of God, and not the interpretations of 
men 
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men. The articles, the creed; the lan T 
the religious eſtabliſhment are appolated by; 
authority of the legiſlature z and thoſe, Who 
acknowledge this authority in religious matters, 
are bound to receive whateyer principles, the 
civil magiſtrate may be pleaſed to impoſe j and 
to worſhip God, in whatever manner he may 
think proper to appoint, In fact, they ſur» 
render their. judgments into his hands, But 
it is a grand article of our diſſent, that the civil 
magiſtrate has no ſuch right; that we have 
liberty, not only to read the word of God, but 
to regulate our faith and conduct, according to 
the beſt light we can derive from it; and that 
while we conform to the laws of. the civil 
power, in all caſes which relate to worldly 
concerns, we may entertain whatever religious * 
ſentiments we pleaſe, and worſhip God, in 
whatever way, and at whatever time we think 
beſt, Theſe privileges, or rather rights, are 
ſecured to us by law : no one can, without in- 
juſtice, diſturb us in the enjoyment of them : 
and he muſt be very imperfectly acquainted 
indeed with our principles, who imagines that 
any command with reſpect to religion, even 
though it may proceed from the higheſt au- 
thority, can extend to us, as long as we are 
thus protected. In claiming this right to diſ- 
ſent from the religion of the majority of our 
countrymen, we only claim the ſame right 


which they themſelves exerciſed, when they 
| threw 
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threw off the odious yoke" of the Chutok of 
Rome; '{b. that they 'canhot'reaſonibly blame 


us for following their example. In fa. t %% 
never intended, when any order 14 iſſued by 
the iſtrate / on, that 


ſhould affect uss. Thy eivil power Would 
act unwiſely and uiuſtiy, were it to require 
any ſuch ôbedlenes. It ſhould know, | that 
we cannot ly wien ſuch requiſitions; if 
expreſſiy intended to reach + us, without a 
violation of our principles: and it ought to be 
too well acquainted with the value of con- 
Wen A daf to ae 


. *S any 


.9 zige this 6 Was —_ od, the de Inde, that 
the | proclamation for the late Faſt extended, not only to 
. of the eſtabliſhed church, but even to diſſenters; 
ſuppaſing it, were his Majeſty's: 1 intention td apply 
the affettionate terms ** loving ſuhjects“ to th hen „Id runs 
thus, We do ſtrictly charge and command, that the ſaid 
ublic faſt be reverently and devoutly obſerved by all our 
oving,ſubjeAs,”” See a Letter in the Proteſtant DNifſetter's 
Magazine for April 1794, ſabſcribed J. T. R. the ſenſible 
writer of which (though apparently no adyocate for the ob- 
ſervance of faſt days) is of opinion, that thoſe | Diſſenters 
iy might bave ory nes wa alſo) who abſented them- 
elves from public worſhip. on the late faſt, . diſobeyed the 
expreſs command of the executive government.“ But to 
whatever extent the civil power intended its mandate to 
reach, the obſervation is ſtill, true, that ſuch injunctions 
reſpe&ting religion do not, in the eye of the law, affect thoſe, 
who 7725 the benefit of the Act of Toleration. 
e author hopes he.ſhall not be charged with ſedition 
rol uſing this — he Gallipbobia however ſeems: at pre- 
ſent to be ſo great, that a prudent man will pe cautioud how 


he introduces any terms * converſation or writing, 


which 


tat 
| ne N 8 
any harſh and rigorous terms upon them 
| But with regard to its own church, the church 
© eſtabliſhed by law, it requires a ſtrict and im- 
plicit obedience to all its ĩnjuncti What - 
ever it preſcribes, its mini muſt execute: 
whatever words it puts into their mouths, 
they muſt pronounce : whatever ordinances 
it appoints, muſt be -duly adminiſtered ; or 
thoſe, who are diſobedient, will be ſubject to 
its diſpleaſure, and guilty of an offence againſt 
the authority which they profeſs to acknow- 
ledge. Such are the leading principles of thoſe 
who embrace the. eſtabliſhed religion, and 
thoſe who diſſent from it; from which it 
appears, that they ſtand on the different 
grounds of obedience to God, and obedience 
_ by which obedience 
arguments, which obedience to 
God, rather than men, in matters of religion, is 


with this terrible, 


which might tend to in ſect his coun 2 
de, on 


and ſeemingly incurable, diſorder. Great 
| this account, to the pores Lord Chancellor of Ireland; 
| who, when it was lately propoſed, in the Houſe in 
that kingdom, to vote: That Earl Firawilllam had the 


confidence of the Houſe and the pe 


725 objeRted to the terms 
** confidence of the people,“ as ſavouring too ſtron 


ly of 
French — and wiſhed that the motion ond Pas 
ther be thus expreſſed, ** That Earl Fitzwilliam had the 
thanks and confidence of rhe Howe," The offenſive and eon - 
tagious phraſe was accordingly expunged ; and the noble 
Lord's e admirable emendation unanimouſly adopted ! 
Rim trneatit, amici? See the Cambrid 
for March 14, 1795. | 


vindicated 
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vindicated, are clear and unanſwerable. It is 
allowed by all parties, that the ſcriptures con- 
e ee 000-08 oe 
proved, no ority can be ſuperior to. 
God's will. No e no royal 
proclamation, no deciſion of biſhops or of 
councils, can ſuperſede the allegiance we owe 
to God; arid if, in any 'fingle inſtance, we 7 
forfeit this allegiance, we are guilty of an 5 
heinous offence againſt him. — 140 | 
It is objected, that in the ſcriptures are 
many things © hard to be underſtood® 7” 
many, which the illiterate and vulgar cannot 
eafily comprehend ; and that therefore it is 
the duty of thoſe, who are high in authority, 
and eminent for learning, to explain and in - 
terpret theſe difficulties to ſuch perſons ; and 
to require them to aſſent to, and believe; 
whatever their ſuperiots may be pleaſed to 
impoſe upon them. In reply to this it may 
be aſked, whether theſe eminent and leatned 
men be not themſelves liable to error? whe» 
ther they do not often differ among them- 
ſelves ? whether they have received from 
heaven a greater portion 'of penetration and 
nt, than the reſt of mankind ? and, in 
conjuction with theſe ſuperior talents, a ſpecial 
commiſtion for interpreting the word of God? 
Upon examination we ſhall find, that they are 
fallible, like ourſelves ; and that we can with 
* 2 Pot, ili. 16, | 
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_ fafety build our faith upon n other fourdan 
tion, than that of; “ the - Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, and of Jeſus Chriſt, Who is. the chief 
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corner ſtone®') of our religion. It. ſhould ale 


be conſidered, that religion is a perſonal thing 


and reſts only between our own conſciences, 
and our Maker. For was not the Goſpel 
addreſſed to all? Are we not [individually ac»: | 
countable for the uſe we make of it, as well 
as for the improvement of every faculty and 
talent we poſſeſs ? If then we are all reſponſible, 

at the bar of Almighty, God, for our con- 
duct, is it not right, that we ſhauld have the 
privilege of regulating it, in whatever manner 
we think moſt conformable to his will, and 


the aids we enjoy from revelation? Or is it 


likely, is it poſſible, that any other perſon 
ſhould be more intereſted, than we ourſelves 
are, or at leaſt ought to be, in the formation 
of right principles and manners? Will thoſe, 
who undertake to direct our faith, and who 
claim a ſurrender of our judgments and con- 
ſciences into their hands, take upon them- 
ſelves to undergo any future danger we may 
run, or puniſhment wWe may incur, by thus 
tamely relinquiſhing the important privileges 
which the God of heaven has beſtowed upon 
us? This, we may venture to ſay, they would 
not be inclined to do, were it poſſible ; and 
therefore as they would neither be diſpoſed to 


* Eph, Ii. 20, 


it, 


_- by the example 
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donit}. nor would i in neter et * 
ſod, it fo ws; that © 


it, if they were ſo 'diſpo 
human authority in religion is unjuſt «wid 
fallible p:and-that the Me. voi stettial truth, 


as contuiged in the bible are thevonlyNandurd) - 
by which: we are to form dun fach- br to re- 


gulate our practi e 3 
Since therefore it appears, that the princi les 
we are recommending goverted” the conduct 


of our Lord and his Apoſtles ; ſinoe they are 


ſanctioned by the werd of God, and confirmed 
Ar good men, who 

laws per act 

bei careful — from them! in dur 

conduct. In every /thing:owhieh) telates by 

religion, whether in principle or in 


conſideration but this: is my belief, is my 
practice authorized by ſcripture? If they be, 
my principles are juſt ;" my conduct is * 
able: in Mhatever light they ma Appear to 
men, I am juſtified in the ſight of God. Bur 


if we purſuca leſs upright conduct, if we ſtudy 
to obey men, and from motives of ſervile 


| complaiſance or baſe timidity, : ſurrender our 
religious pls a to any human authority 
whatever, n act an inglorious part in- 
deed, and deeply ſtain our Chriſtian character. 
In ſuch circumſtances, our ſervices are not 
only a diſgrace to religion, but an abomi- 
nation to the great ſearcher of hearts. Vet 


this 


upon them; we ſhould = 


we ſhould baniſh from our minds every — vs 
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| Wie 5 is yet all. We inyolve ourſelves in . 
Sn by ſuch __ For it/inevje. 


443 dy: 16 [1544 it 
Thirdly, that unleſs: we have bevome callous 
to every ſentiment of honour and integrity, w 
muſt injure” the peace of our own: minds, by 
thus acting an inconſiſtent 
_ -\ There is a pleaſure and ſatisfaction, arifing 
from a ſtrictly upright and conſcientious con- 
duct, which carne every other enjoyment ; 
and which he alone can experience, who re- 
gards the will of God as the ſupreme law, and 
regulates his conduct by his principles“. Such 
as violate this rule, and ſacrifice truth to in- 
tereſt, or faſhion, or pleaſure, cannot view their 
conduct, eſpecially 1 in moments of cool reflec- 
tion, without remorſe. They have a _ 
within their breaſts which gives them 
petual pain; which torments them by night 
and by day;z and greatly diminiſhes their hap- 
"But there is a till greater hazard 
eich ſuch ons run: they endanger their 
os Willing ſalvation. 801 tance the in- 
tereſts of divine truth, and ſo great our obliga- 
tions to maintain and promote them, that the 
diſciple of Chriſt is commanded to be faithful 
to his maſter, on pain of forfeiting his moſt 


pleaſing hopes and expectations. Whoſo- f 


„Hic murus aineus eſto, 
Nil conſcire fibi, nulla palleſcere culpa. 
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en /out” Lord, e an Gan 00 1 
on him will I alſo conſeſd before - 
« my Father which is in heaven, But WI 
« ſqever ſhall deny me beſbre meh, Him will 
1 my Futher Wiehl is in 
% heaven®." * Whoſoover hall be died 
« of me and of my word of bim hall the 
„gon of man be aſhamed, when he ſhall c 
*in his. own „and the glory of the Fu- 
«. ther, and of the hel yangelo4;” with mary 
other declarations of ſoripture to the ſame pur. 

poſe, ' which might cafily be : al of 
which tend to ſhew the extreme danger int“ 
which we bring ourſelves, if, from any motive 
whatever, we be led to defert our religious 
principles. Theſe "conſiderations are truly 
aweful, and deſerye our moſt ſerious attention. 
For what is there, in the whole circle of terreſ- 
trial enjoyments, which can make amends for 
the loſs of our deareſt hopes? Can the favour 
of man, which we may ſometimes gain by {6 
8 an obedience, compenſate for the 
ence of our heavenly Father's favour ? Can 
— treaſures and diſtinctions recompenſe us 
for the loſs of our ** treaſures in heaven,” and 
of the honours there reſerved for the faithful 
ſervants of God? Theſe, alas! will afford a 
very poor and i uate return for what we 
muſt facrifice, in order to obtain now! We 


* Matthew x. 2 a 
| + Lake ix, 6 33 


ſhalt 


d + wo. 1 * 
7 ww? "x * * a , ** 
— w 7 
a rr 
i. A 8] 


ſhall. -purchaſe I a 

very extravagant and pay too 8 
pleacaresilſo — ety unſatisfactoryl year ©» | 
Let us, therefore, eff 10 
'; Eputyhly, as the beſt method of foritiing # 
proper habit of religious obedience, 'accuftorn 
ourſelves tonregard divine truth las the moſt 
important and 2 of all objects, and 
God's aathotity, as ſuperiot to any upon earth; 
When we read what is requiretl of us in 
ſeripture, let us conſider, that it is the Su- 
preme Being himſelf addreſſing us; and may 
our oars be ſhut to every other voice, and our 
obedience be paid to none but our heavenly 
Father. Let us beware alſo of entertaining 
too great a love of the world; ſince nothing 
has a more powerful tendency: to withdraw the 
mind from a ſenſe of duty, than ſuch an at- 
tachment, - We have too many examples of 
the truth of this aſſertion. in the indifference 
to religious principles and duties, in the ma- 
jority of thoſe who are termed people of 
faſhion ; whoſe God is Mammon, and whoſe 
creed is pleaſure; who are ever ready to fall 
in with any cuſtoms and practices, which are 
ſanctioned by ſounding names and high au- 
thority, without attending to their "propriety 
or impropriety; and whoſe mouths are always 
open, to join in the clamor and cenſure which 
may be raiſed againſt thoſe, Who preſume, 
upon any particular occaſion, to think or to 
act 
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* at in a Made eee It | 
a painful reflectſon, chat the 'influgnte "bf 
loch rſons ſhould be fo extenſiv 14 a8 do affect 
almoſt every other "deſcription "of men and 
even thoſe, who profeſs eee religious 
principles in greater" putity than others. 1 
now refer to ourſelves, as Proteſtant Diſſenters; 
and fear it is much to be apprehended, that, 
together with the runde 5 our vegetable 
forefathers, we have laid aſide much of their 
integrity and firmneſs. The world ſeems to 
have entangled us in its ſaares ; and our con- 
duct appears to be too much governed by its 
ſmiles or its frowns. We are too anxious to 
have “ all men ſpeak well of us; not conſis 
dering the © woe,” which the greateſt charac- 
ter, that ever appeared upon earth, has pro- 
nounced upon thoſe, who are thus fattered: 
the applauſe of the worlds. We are not, in 
many caſes, ſufficiently. zealous of our princi- 
ples; and, in others, we ſeem to be aſhamed of 
them. Some of us ſhrink, and tremble at being 
thought Diſſenters. But Why Is it becauſe 


we mo excited ſedition in the ſtate? Is it - 
becauſe we have graſped at ſupreme power? 


Is it becauſe We have been leſs loyal, leſs 
induſtrious, or l:fs peaceable than our fellow 
citizens? Our conſcienees e us of 
theſe 

* Luke vi. 26. 


+ It is no eaſy matter, in the ** time of political 4. 


ment, 5 diſcover, what is the exact meaning of the term 
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Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nodo ? 
Ta? 
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theſe 
bittereſt foes cannot bring them home to 
ciples ? Shall we be aſhamed of them, ,becauſe 
corrupt and venal men may judge it their 
intereſt to attempt to brand us with infamy.? 


The advocates for political doQrines, now in faſhion, Umit it 


to thoſe who are ſupporters of the preſent *© juſt and neteſſary 
war, as it is called. In this ſenſe it is readily granted, that 
the Difſenters in general (be it ſpoken to their honour: 
cannot be called loyal.“ But if by loyalty be meant 
rational attachment to the conſtitution, | as : ſettled | at. the 
revolution; a love of liberty, both civil and religious; and at 
ardent wiſh for'a more equal = of the people in 
parliament, it is highly probable that the Difſenters, of all 
denominations, are as loyal a body of men, as any in the 
= kingdom. The author will not deny that ſome among them 
have imbibed republican principles. -So alſo have ſome of 
the members of the eſtabliſhed church. But will this appear 
ſurprizing, when we conſider the civil reſtrictions impoſed 
upon Difſenters ; the unkind and ungenerous treatment they 
have, in many "caſes, lately received; and the general diſpo- 
ſition, that has for ſome time prevailed in the nation, to 
ſtigmatize them as diſaffectẽd and turbulent ſubjeAs ? Such 
uſage is certainly not the beſt calculated to inſpire eſteem, 
or to ſecure confidence, What wonder then, if ſome, while 
eagerly endeavouring to avoid one extreme, ſhould run into 
its oppoſite ? | 


Incidit in Scyllam, cupiens vitare Charybdim. 


With reference to the political principles and conduct of 
the diſſenters, the curious reader will not fail to peruſe the 
Welſh Freeholder's ſenſible and ſpirited “ Farewell Epiflles to 
the late biſhop of St. David's.” | 

As to the peaceableneſs of their character, no one, who is 
at all acquainted with them, will entertain a doubt. They 
have deſtroyed no places of worſhip, demoliſhed no dwelling - 
houſes, nor obliged any of their countrymen to ſeek an aſy- 
lum in foreign lands, to eſcape the unbridled fury of their 
mobs; circumſtances, which certainly cannot be ſtated in 
honour of ſome of our countrymen ; as others of them can 
teſtify from dearly bought experience, 
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religious liberty ? Or, beeauſe may be 
anxioupito:drown the voice of reuſon, and to 
check: the i irit of reform, which is ſo widely 


diffuſing itſelf, by alarming outories of plots 
and. danger? Shall ſuch phantoms affright dente end 


abb to waver in our 
to fall in with the corrupt maxims- 3 
tices of ſociety? Shall wicked. — 
unfounded aſſertions, which not only our pre- 
ſent, but likewiſe Ie _ bo e 
contradict, terrify us 
God No. Me are besen — 
nitely to be preferred to the' favour of man, 
and the charms of the world, which ought to 
influence our minds; and we ſhould be ex 
tremely cautious, never to indulge ſo great an 
anxiety after the one, nor to be ſo much captiva 
ted by the deceitful allurements of the other, as 
to loſe fight of theſe conſiderations: Whenever 
we do this, our reſpectability is gone; our 
honour is loſt ; and our ſ on from others, 
on account of religious prinoiples, only ſerves 
to point us out the more ſtrikingly, as ex- 
amples of anne, and Waren of eon. 
tempt. 

An occaſion now reſorts itſelf, my brethren, 

on which it is our duty to keep our attention 
ſteadily directed to the principle contained in 


the text. This nation is again called upon by 
. its 


eee m | 


6 6% 1 | 


its +. chief magilinate,. to blacks ; ik ad. 
religious faſt ; to confeſs its manifold ſins and 
tranſgreſſions, at the throne of Almighty God; 
and to implore the bleſſing of heaven upon its 
arms by ſea and land. That we have abun- 
dant —— for humble penitence, and devout 
contrition, as a people laden with iniquity, is 
but too manifeſt and notorious to all the world. 
Princes, legiſlators, and magiſtrates, as well as 
ourſelves, have ſinned, ths without num 
| ber, and "yy many and aggravated crimes of 
= their own, for which to deprecate the indig- 
| nation of the Supreme Ruler of the — 3 
Diſſenters, it muſt be confeſſed, have hitherto 
been in the habit of obſerving days thus ap- 
pointed by public authority. But does it not 
behove us, upon the preſent occaſion, to re- 
volve the following conſiderations, ſeriouſly in 
our minds? How far are we authorized by 
our principles, in complying, in ſuch | caſes, 
with the requiſition. of the civil magiſtrate? 
Whether, if we accuſtom ourſelves to render 
obedience to him, merely in the appointment 
of a day for public devotion, though he may 
not preſcribe to us any particular form or 
mode of worſhip, we may not be gradually 
induced to make ſtill greater conceſſions to his 
authority; till at length we give him the ſole 
direction of our religious faith? Whether, by 
the obſervance of ſuch days, we do not coun+ 


tenance the abuſe of religion ta * of 
> 


* * 
\ 
% - N 0 


ate policy? Whether chriſtianity ity do not for- | 
bid all wars whatever? At leaſt, whether it 


ſword, for the - purpoſe ' of maintaining its 
authority, of converting unbelievers, ' or of 
inſpiring! a regard for the ſacred injunctions 
of peace, of juſtice, or of humanity?» Whether 
it be honourable to religion, to make it an in- 
ſtrument to inflame the paſſions of one nation 
againſt another; to kindle enmity,” ſpite,” and 
'batred ; or to excite men to carnage and blood 
ſhed* ? Whether we be not acting a diſ- 
ingenuous and criminal part towards God, and 
impoſing upon our fellow creatures, by appear- | 
ing to faſt, and by a ſeeming compliance with 
the command of the civil magiſtrates, When 
we cannot fincerely unite: with him in his 
rayers, or wiſh ſucceſs to his deſigns? Or 
laſtly, ought we not to conſider; when we lift 


In what a multitude of ſpeeches, ſermons, and pamphlets, 
have we been exhorted to engage in the preſent war, in de- 
fence of religion? In defence of religion ! Shocking thought! 
Sarely not in defence of the roſigios of Jeſus, who taught 
us, „when ſmitten on the one cheek, to offer the other alſo;“ 
Luke vi. 29. who ** commanded his ſervants not to fight, be- 
cauſe his kingdom was not of this world ;** John xviii, 36. 
and who uſed this ſolemn language to the Apoſtle Peter, for 
defending his beloved maſter by force of arms, Put up 
« again thy ſword into its place; for all they that take the 
«« ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword.” Matt. xxvi. 51, 52. 
Before a ſincere Chriſtian, therefore, can be induced to draw 
the ſword in defence of religion, is it not neceſſary for thoſe 
divines, who preach ſuch a doctrine, to point out in what 
of the New Teftament it is found? 


Hic labor, hoc opus eſt, 
| to 


1 


eee eee defledwitiboiminhlood).* 
whether we doi not inſult: the God of Peace | * 

and Father of EO, Whether the Lord wt 
not, in ſuchi caſes; hide: his face” tom u 
Whether, when we make many prayers, he. 
will not refuſe: to hear, and will ſay unto us, 

This people draw high: unto me with their 

*© mouth, and honour me with ve gk lips, but 
their heart is far fromme“? 

Theſs conſiderations deſerve our moſt ſeri- 
ous attention. It is not our duty to enquire, 
what the world may think or ſay of our con- 
dug. We to act in whatever manner 
we judge conducive to the honour of 
religion, and the peaee of our own minds. We 
% ought- to obey: God, and not men.” If, 
however, in ſuch caſes, we make a handle of 
religion, merely to pleaſe the world, or to avoid 
the ridiculous imputation of diſſoyalty, we do 
it an irreparable injury. We miſtake egregi- 
ouſly, if we imagine, that ſuch compliances are 
in no reſpe criminal; or rp that religious 
ſervices can, at no time, be otherwiſe than 


Matt. xv. 8. 

The queſtion, with reſpect to the obſervance of public 
faſts by diſſenters, is ably diſcuſſed in the followin ing 8 
„tions; “ Civil Mandates for Days of public Worſhip, no 


Argument againſt joining in it, by the Rey, J. Simp on 10 
«« An Anſwer, to the ſaid pamphlet, by the Rev. Mr. 
«« Williams ;** a “ Reply to the Rev. Mr. Williams's An- 
*« ſwer, &c. by the Rev. J. Simpſon;“ an ingenious ſermon, 
by the Rev. D. Jardine ; entitled, Seaſonable Reflections 
10 - jonaf Fa Faſts; and an excellent % Diſcourſe on 
Nationa 


Faſts, by W. Fox.” 
pr Oper 
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true, that any religious act, which proceeds 
from ailbonell 


- rinci 
nful and wie in its v 


det in the fight of God. 


On this account it highly este all, who! 2 
| bear the Chriſtian name, to conſider, that a 


time is coming, when their whole conduct will 


be ſtrictly examined; not according to its ap- 
pearance in the eyes of men, but according to 
the real motives which influenced it. Every 


ſpecies and degree of, infincerity and hypocriſy, 


whether in their religious devotions, or in their 
moral characters, will then be unravelled and 
expoſed. Thoſe who, from motives of flaviſh 


timidity, or worldly intereſt, have o 
rather than God, will be covered with confu- 


fion ; while thoſe, who have never proſtituted 


religion to ſecular purpoſes, who have made i it 
their uniform ſtudy to obey God, and not men; 


to follow truth, and not Zaſhion ; will receive 


diſtinguiſhed honours, and be crowned with 
immortal glory. 


FINIS. 
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hp 8 ſrafonable. For it b Web, 
motives, or is founded on tem- 5 0 


les, is, for this ſole reaſon, 
e Nee | 


beyed men, 


* > 


. 
— — — 


2 
— 2 


© _ 


© —_ * 


— wi — 


2 


* 
* 


19 8 
4 4 * en © aft . . ® v £ © 2 
4 . AqA « ® 
” , ** q * , * - 
F | ITN 2 7 * | 14 : 
: C 2 . 4 
. Nai beeilen 
l a * 
4 * 1 . * I . q 4 g 1 
. Wr. ” 2 
5 4 * : * 4 7 
N 3 N 
o 1 , 
. i 
* | | 
* 0 ' * 4 U 
. 
F e ' 
A» a . 1 
+ " o 4 9 
F EY. 9 4 . £ $ . $* 1 „ wt * 5 : * # 0s PE 
4 7 
? i 
* ' ' | 
. | 1 | 
| . 
| Me 
% " 3 0 b 
a 
'T 
+ J 


— — 
— 
o 


, »# F ö ; 
err 
1 * * 
1 | 1.13-907 78 
— = * 
N 4 +. * 
of , 
"SV 
* 
, | AS. 
: | 
= . 4 þ4 
? 
* 
N : * 15 © 
| * 
, 
42 
| * 


„ 


1 


\ I 
4 | 3 
% o 
FE 
. * * 
* 
0 
1 99 
* 
i Yao 


T4 $4.4 ut, . 


—̃ͤ 


* 


